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= “The Play’s the thing.”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 

DRURY LANE THEATRE. 
Tuis Theatre was opened for the season on Saturday night, and was 
well filled by a respectable audience. The performances commenced 
with the Play of As You Like Jt, in which Mrs. Nisbett made he: ap- 
pearance as Rosalind, and absolutely fascinated her audience by her 
beantiful personation. ‘ God Save the Queen” was sung, and the Farce 
of The Attic Story concluded. 

COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

At this Theatre, on Saturday evening, an English version of Rossini’s 
Opera of Semiramide was produced, for the first time. It was eminently 
successful. The Opera has been put upon the stage in a manner that 
does infinite credit to the management ; the dresses and decorations are 
superb—being of the most costly description. Miss Adelaide Kemble 
personated the character of Semirvamide, which is exactly suited to her 
powers ; her splendid singing and energetic acting gained her rapturous 
applause throughout the whole Opera. Miss Kemble had many oppor- 
tunities of display, and she availed herself of them and electrified her 
audience. Mrs. Alfred Shaw made her first appearance here, in the 
part of Avsace ; she was heartily welcomed on her entrance. Her sing- 
ing was beautiful in the extreme ; she has a voice of great compass and 
sweetness, and her articulation is clear and perfect, and to add to all she 
is a very superior actress. The duet, “ Dark day of horror,” which she 
sang with Miss Kemble, was very beautifully sung, and raptuiously en- 
cored. Oroe, the priest, was played in but an indifferent manner by 
Leffler, but too much praise cannot be bestowed on Mr. Giubilei’s Assur. 
His singing and acting were of the best description, and his part of the 
duet with Miss Kemble, “ Bear up firmly faint heart,” was given with 
great judgment; he was much applauded. Mr.Travers played Jdreno, 
and gave the music allotted to him in a very pleasing style. At the end 
Miss Kemble and Mrs.Shaw were loudly called for, and a shower of ap- 
plause and bouquets greeted their re-appearance from all parts of a full 
house. The plot of the Opera is taken from the story of Semiramis, 
the Queen of Babylon, murdering her husband Minus, and unknowingly 
wishing to marry her own son Arsaces. In the end, she falls by his 
hand, for seeking to kill Assur, the instrument employed by his mother 
to effect her unnatural purpose, he stabs her in mistake on his father’s 
tomb. The Farce of Deaf as a Post concluded. On Thursday next, 
the Farce of More Blunders than One will be acted, for the purpose 
of introducing to a London audience, a Mr. G. Hodson, who will make 
his first appearance as Larry Hoologan. On Saturday, after the Opera 
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of Semiramide, anew Farce, called Cousin Lambkin, will be produced 
for the first time; and on Monday next, Gretry’s Opera of Richard 
Ceur-de-Lion, as recently produced in Paris, with the additional ac- 
companiments by Adolphe Adam, will be brought out at this Theatre. 
Ortympic,—Mr. George Wild opens this Theatre, this evening, with a 
new Drama, entitled The Adventures of a Gentleman, the Farce of 
The Artful Dodge, and the Burletta of Life in the Clouds. 
Queen’s.—The performances here this week will consist of The 
Shadow ;-01, the Poisoned Flower, The Lawless of London, and The 
Conscript Brothers. 








Fashionable Lounges. 
‘0 the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 


Dear Mr. Eprror,—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope I don’t intrude 
—but will youexcuse me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub 
shoulders with my friends and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand 
Lounges about town :— 

Monday, paid another visit to the Taames TUNNEL, which is now completed, 
and is 1,200 feet in length. The entrance is now on the Middlesex side, close to 
the Tunnel Pier at Wapping; the entrance to Rotherhithe is closed, in order to 
finish a new Staircase; on the completion of which the Tunnel will be opened as 
a thoroughfare for foot Passengers. Generally go by one of the steam boats, 
either from Hungerford, Adelphi, Temple Bar, Blackfriars Brydge, Old Shades 
Pier, or London Bridge,—very convenient. 

Tuesday, stroll to view the magnificent and numerous additions just added to 
Mapame Tussaun’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian Saloon, Baker-street, 
Portman-square :—An Historical Group, in Magnificent Armour, the Prince and 
Princess Royal, in their splendid cot, the King of Prussia, Commissioner Lin and 
his Consort, the gorgeous Robes of George the Fourth designed by himself at a 
cost of 18,000/., &¢c.—This exhibition is crowded daily with the elite of society. 

Afterwards visit the Chinese Collection, St. George’s Place, Hyde Park Corner. 
It consists of objects exclusively Chinese, comprising upwards of 50 figures as 
large as life, in their native costume, from the highest mandarin to the mechanic ; 
and replete with articles illustrative of their manufactures, habits, and domestic 
arrangements.—This exhibition is well worthy of inspection. 

Wednesday, dropped in at the Lowrner Bazaan—found my old friends the 
same attentive creatures in the new as they used to be in the old house, place much 
improved—splendid stock—intend leaving town for a few days—bought a portable 
dressing-case for 7s. 6d., everything in I can want—most abominably cheap ;— 
went down to the Magic Cave,—rather warm, but nevertheless very much pleased, 
18 views—all good—many first rate paintings—shown a Euterpeon shortly to be 
raffled for by4000 members—splendid instrument—advise my friends to take shares 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, quite delighted with the excellence of 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o'clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Thursday, call at the Foreign and British Gallery, 213, Piccadilly, (late Lucca 
Gallery,) to admire a magnificent collection of Paintings, consisting of upwards 
of Forty original and authenticated First Class Gallery and Cabinet Pictures, in- 
cluing two original and authenticated Cartoons by Raffaelle, valued at upwards 
of 20,000. with the works of the following great masters :—Michael Angelo 
Buonarotti, Titian, Guercino, Rubens, Paul Potter, Correggio, Baroccio, &c. 
These Paintings form a most intersting exhibition. 

Have just been to Holborn Hill, for another pair of ;Wi~son’s New Footed 
Boots,—talk of economy, why my expense for boots will not be half as much as 
it used to be, and Mrs. P. has at last found a good shop for the children’s shoes,— 
the neat little leather bound shoes that Wilson makes—wear twice as long as those 
of the ordinary description. and never look shabby. If you go, mind the houses 
are immediately opposite St. Andrew’s Church, 95, and 97. 

Saturday, I examine Miss Linwoop’s curious NeedleWork, Leicester Square— 
Jately added other beautiful specimens of “her art.-- But I intrude —beg pardon— 
Your’s &.—PAUL PRY. 
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1 Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening. (9th Time) a new Play, in Five Acts, written by the 
Author of “ The Provost of Bruges,” called 


 Love’s Sacrifice 5 
Or, The Rival Merchants. 


| Scenery, by Messrs. Grieve. Decorations & Appointments by Mr.W. Bradwell. 
‘ Dresess. by Mesdames Glover and Rayner. 











Matthew Aylmer...........- Mr VANDENHOFF, 
Paul Lafont ....... one Mr COOPER, 
Eugene de Lorme .-...... Mr CHARLES PITT, 


St. Lo, Mr WALTER LACY, 
Morluc, MrA.WIGAN, DuViray, MrW.H.PAYNE, 
Friar Dominic, Mr DIDDEAR, 
Jean Ruse..... pie -340ks een Mr MEADOWS, 
Page..Mr Hughes, Servant..Mr Burt, 
Officers, Messrs. Gardner and Heath, 


Margaret Aylmer .-Miss VANDENHOFF, 
Herminie de Vermont ... Mrs WALTER LACY, 
Manou, Mrs ORGER, Jenny, Mrs HUMBY. 





The Overture to the Play, and the Music between the acts, will be 
selected from Mozart's and Beethoven’s Symphonies. 





After which, tha Opera (in Three Acts) of 


FRA-DIAVOLO 


Or, The Inn of Terracina. 
WITH THE WHOLE OF THE MUSIC, COMPOSED BY AUBER 


Fra-Diavolo, Mr W. HARRISON, 
Lod Allomsld ..ccsccseces Mr G. HORNCASTLE, 
Lorenzo, ........ Mr TRAVERS, 
Beppo, Mr J. BLAND, 
Giacomo ..... eee .... Mr GIDBILEI, 
Matteo, Mr S. SMITH, 8 
Francesco, Mr Gardener, FirstCarbinier, MrCollett, 
2ndCarbinier,MrConnell, 3rd Carbinier, MrHodges, 
Lady Allcash, Miss POOLE, 
Zerlina ....... cceeeee.- Miss RAINFORTH. 


To-morrow, Semiramide, and Gertrude’s Cherries. 


























Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


This Evening, Shakspeare’s Tragedy of . 


HAM LE T, 


Prince of Denmark. 


Claudius, King of Denmark, MrG. BENNETT, 
Hamlet, Mr MACREADY, 














re Mr COMPTON, 
Lertes, Mr ELTON, 
Horatio, eis Mr GRAHAM, 


Guildenstern, Mr LYNNE, 
Rosencrantz, Mr SELBY, Osrick, Mr HUDSON, 
Bernardo, ...... Mr ELLIS, 

Ist Actor, Mr Waldron, 2nd Actor, Mr Bender, 
Priest, Mr MELLON, Marcellus, Mr ROBERTS, 
Francisco, ........ Mr YARNOLD, 

First Grave-digger, ........ -» Mr KEELEY, 
Second Grave-digger, Mr M. BARNETT, 
Sailor, Mr C. J. SMITH, 

Ghost of Hamlet’s Father, ..,... Mr PHELPS, 


Gertrude, Queen of Denmark, Mrs WARNER, 
Ophelia, Miss P. HORTON, 
ee Miss TURPIN. 





After which, the Opera of 


Aeis and Galatea 


| Cupid. .Miss GOULD, 
Acis. (a Shepherd Boy) .... Miss P. HORTON, 

, Damon, (a Shepherd,) Mr ALLEN, 

-- Polyphemus....(a Cyclops)....Mr STRETTON, 
Attendant Cyclops, Messrs.Howell & Sevier, 
Galatea ...... (a Sea-Nymph... .. Miss ROMER, 

Sicilian Shepherds—Mr J. Rt EVE, Mr SMITH, 
| MrS. JONES, Mir BENDER, &c, 
Shepherdesses—MissTURPIN, MissWEBSTER,&c. 
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